PIONEER   MEDICAL   MISSION

cases. At first there was considerable difficulty in
getting the patients to come on the actual day
fixed for the operation; each one was anxious for
his neighbour to be the first. Finally I was com-
pelled to threaten to put a black mark against the
name of any patient who had agreed to come in
for operation and then failed to put in an appearance,
adding that that patient would have to wait a long
time before having a chance offered a second time.
This had the desired effect, a woman needing a
small eyelid operation being the first to brave the
terrors of the Feringhi hospital.

In due course, instruments and dressings all
having been prepared, the patient, in a condition
of mortal terror, was led into the operating room,
and induced to lie on the table. But alas, her fears
gained the mastery, and she instantly jumped up,
ran out of the room, and disappeared from the
dispensary. This was not encouraging, but a few
days later a little Jew boy suffering from vesical
stone (a very common disease in Mosul, especially
amongst children) was brought to the hospital by
his father. We persuaded him to enter the hospital
with his boy, and thus finally gained our first in-
patient. The stone having been removed, and the
boy making a good recovery, we had no further
difficulty in getting in-patients. Our six wooden
beds soon all had occupants, then we added six more
beds; finally, obtaining a neighbouring house for our
own residence, we made our old house (the inner
compound) into a small hospital for women and
children. Thus we were able to accommodate

twenty-four patients, and as each had at least one
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